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Family relationships cannot always
reflect sunshine and smiles. There
will be tension and problems at
times among family members,
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
noted yesterday.

But families should not think
that breaking apart will see the
problems go away. Instead they
should resolve differences with a
“give-and-take” attitude.

While a network of groups and
agencies has sprung up to help
strengthen family ties, ultimately,
the responsibility for developing
strong and stable relations lies with
family members themselves.

Said Mr Lee: “No family is per-
fect, but each family and individual
is unique and special to the mem-
bers that constitute it. And families
are worth the investment.”

In a speech at a carnival to mark
the end of the month-long Nation-
al Family Celebrations, he reflected
on the realities of family life today
in a rapidly developing and mod-
ern society.

He noted that the basic tenets
that make up a strong family – love,
respect and filial piety – remained
deeply entrenched and said it was
important to keep family ties
strong.

But sometimes, there will be ten-
sion and friction, he said as he re-
ferred to the storyline of an adver-
tisement on filial piety by the Na-
tional Family Council (NFC).

It portrays the tensions in a
home caused by an elderly woman
living with her son, daughter-
in-law and grandson.

The boy watches as his father
cares for his dying grandmother in
hospital. He asks his father why he
is sad about the grandmother – a
difficult person to live with – when
she had treated the family badly.

The ad and its message had
sparked debate in The Straits Times
Forum page.

Mr Lee did not want to argue
about the merits of the storyline
but said he found it a touching sto-
ry that resonated with Singapore-
ans because it tried to portray a real-
istic family situation.

The ad also reflected the difficul-
ties faced by multi-generation fami-
lies in living together, he said, add-
ing that stresses and strains may in-
tensify as families become smaller
these days.

But a survey conducted by the
NFC among 1,500 citizens and per-
manent residents showed they still
cherished the five family values
first outlined in 1993.

They were: love, care and con-

cern; mutual respect; filial responsi-
bility; commitment; and communi-
cation.

More than 80 per cent of survey
respondents cited these values as be-
ing important to them.

The survey also showed that the
sense of filial responsibility re-
mained strong among respondents.
For instance, 98 per cent said that
children should regularly spend
time and provide financial support
to their aged parents.

And while most also favoured
having their aged parents live with
them, only just over half would
themselves move in with their chil-
dren when they got old.

But those who were aged close
to or above 60 were more likely to
prefer to stay on their own, said Na-
tional University of Singapore soci-
ologist Angelique Chan, who led
the survey team.

She explained: “Perhaps they

don’t want to be a burden and real-
ise their adult children have their
own children to take care of. They
also want to age in-place, which we
see in other older populations.”

She said policymakers may find
the data useful to devise better as-
sisted living arrangements and pro-
vide facilities and professional help
for those living on their own.

Overall, NFC chairman Lim
Soon Hock was “happily surprised”
that despite 20 years of technologi-
cal change, economic progress and
external influences, the five values
remain dear to most Singaporeans.

Mr Lee, who was accompanied
by his wife, Ms Ho Ching, agreed.
But he said keeping the family unit
strong was a constant challenge.

Just look at how societies else-
where have seen the family come
under stress and falter, he said.

“Thankfully, the norm here is
still the traditional family – couples
get married, have children within
wedlock, and grow up as a family
unit.

“We do worry about divorce
rates and illegitimate births, and a
minority of dysfunctional families,
but socially, husband, wife and chil-
dren is still the family norm, and
we must strive to keep it that way.”

He said family members should
do things together, constantly
nourish ties between them, and sus-
tain these by taking on different
roles in their various phases of life.
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In Johor Baru

Johor Sultan Ibrahim Ismail yester-
day asked the Malaysian federal
government to revive a plan to
build a bridge to replace the Cause-
way.

Launching the opening of the JB
Sentral transport hub located be-
side the Customs, Immigration and
Quarantine (CIQ) building in Johor
Baru, the Johor ruler said the com-

plex is “incomplete and defective”
without the bridge.

He said Johoreans are happy
with the completion of JB Sentral
and Bangunan Sultan Iskandar CIQ
next door.

“But these are still incomplete
and defective because a key compo-
nent is not built to this day. Once
again, I call on the federal govern-
ment to consider the original pro-
posal of a bridge which is awaited
by the people of Johor,” the Sultan
said.

He did not elaborate on whether

he wanted the Malaysian govern-
ment to revive the so-called “crook-
ed” bridge project or a full bridge
linking Singapore and Johor.

Among those present at the cere-
mony in JB Sentral were Deputy
Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin
and Johor Menteri Besar Abdul
Ghani Othman. Both men did not
speak to reporters.

Prime Minister Najib Razak,
when asked about Sultan Ibrahim’s
call for the project’s revival, said:
“We will look into it.”

He said this yesterday in Kuan-

tan, Pahang, but did not elaborate,
Bernama reported.

Sultan Ibrahim, in an interview
with a Malaysian newspaper in
March, had said the Causeway
should be replaced by a bridge to
boost links between Singapore and
Malaysia. He had added then that
he was willing to be the mediator
between both countries to resolve
some of the outstanding bilateral is-
sues.

Former premier Mahathir Moha-
mad had proposed building a
bridge to replace the Causeway

when he was prime minister. The
plan was later changed to an
S-shaped or “crooked” bridge on
Malaysia’s side of the Causeway.

The project was cancelled in
2006 by his successor Abdullah Bad-
awi.

Sultan Ibrahim, in his speech
yesterday, said that the opening of
the transport hub project was a his-
toric event as his late father, Sultan
Iskandar Ismail, had opened the
CIQ building on Dec 1, 2008.

Sultan Ibrahim, 51, took over as
ruler of Johor following the death
of his father on Jan 22.

The Sultan said that he himself
was involved in the CIQ building,
JB Sentral and bridge projects,
which were approved in 2003. The
whole project was at one point
called Gerbang Selatan, or South-
ern Gateway.

The ruler said that his family’s
commitment to the whole com-
plex and bridge project was deep,
citing how his late father had pro-
vided land belonging to the royal
family to help the resettlement of
people who were affected by the
project.

See also >>World Page 17

Johor Sultan calls for revival of bridge plan
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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at a carnival in the Bishan Active Park
yesterday marking the end of the month-long National Family Celebrations.
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your family doctor could get you appropriate help.
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member, says PM Lee

Families ‘worth
the investment’

 

2 prime
thesundaytimes June 27, 2010 ●

2098341-1
2098341-1
2100842-1
2100842-1
2100842-1
2100842-1
2100842-1
2100842-1

