
BY LEE HUI CHIEH

T HE Majlis Ugama Islam
Singapura (Muis) – the Is-
lamic Religious Council

of Singapore – has called on the
Muslim community to be on the
alert for individuals who devel-
op radical religious views, espe-
cially those who may be swayed
by online or video materials.

It said that constant vigi-
lance was necessary because
“the threat remains at a global
level”.

It noted: “Violence and
militancy have nothing to do
with the teachings of Islam.

“We must treasure and safe-
guard the strong foundation of
mutual respect, peace and har-
mony in our multiracial, mul-
ti-religious nation.”

It urged parents and other
adults to refer those who
advocate militancy in the name
of Islam, or those who appear to
be at risk of being converted to
such views, for help, if they de-
tect warning signs such as
changes in behaviour.

Muis made this call yester-

day, a day after the Ministry of
Home Affairs announced that it
recently detained a man under
the Internal Security Act and
placed two others on two-year
restriction orders under the Act.

Those on a restriction order
have to be counselled and seek
government approval before
changing jobs or going abroad.

Muis said yesterday that it
was deeply concerned about the
three men who had fallen prey
to the militant views espoused
by American-born radical Mus-
lim cleric Anwar al-Awlaki via
the Internet and videos.

Full-time national service-
man Muhammad Fadil Abdul
Hamid, 20, detained on April 4,
became convinced that jihad –
holy war against non-Islamic re-
ligions – and being a martyr
were his religious duties, after
seeing online propaganda.

Via the Internet, he contact-
ed Anwar al-Awlaki to express
his wish to join in jihad over-
seas, searched for bomb-making
information, and posted a video
he made that glorified martyr-
dom and suicide bombing.

Muhammad Anwar Jailani,
44, and Muhammad Thahir
Shaik Dawood, 27, were placed
on two-year restriction orders.

Jailani, an unaccredited reli-
gious teacher, distributed CDs
with audio recordings of Anwar
al-Awlaki’s lectures. His stu-
dent, Thahir, enrolled in a Yem-
en school run by an associate of
terrorist group Al-Qaeda, but
left after developing doubts.

To combat the impact of on-
line radicalism on young people,
Muis has set up the aL.I.V.E.SG
and INvoKe.SG websites, which
let youth get answers to their
queries on religious matters
from qualified religious teach-
ers.

It has also implemented an
updated Islamic education pro-
gramme for young people in 37
mosques here, to help them un-
derstand true Islamic teachings,
identify radical interpretations
and reject these.

Yesterday, Muis also advised
the Muslim community here to
seek guidance fromMuis on reli-
gious teachers, and religious ed-
ucation here and overseas.

On its website, it has a list of
1,200 approved asatizah – Islam-
ic religious teachers – whom it
and Pergas – the Association of
Islamic Scholars and Teachers
of Singapore – have accredited
under the Asatizah Recognition
Scheme launched in 2006.

It set up the Student Re-
source Development Secretariat
in 2004 to help students who
wish to pursue tertiary Islamic
religious education abroad
choose suitable schools. The sec-
retariat also keeps in touch with
them while they are overseas.

Muis added that it would re-
view these efforts continuously
to better benefit the community.
huichieh@sph.com.sg

BY GWENDOLYN NG

GRASSROOTS leader Daisy
Koh hit upon the idea of start-
ing a cooking class for families
after her two sons reminisced
about their late grandfather’s
signature kambing (mutton)
soup.

Thus was the Grandma’s Re-
cipe cooking club – where grand-
parents take turns to teach their
recipes to participating families
– born in Yio Chu Kang Commu-
nity Club last July.

Madam Koh, 55, said: “My
family bonds over meals. So, I
thought, why not get the older
generation to share their recipes
with their younger ones before
they get lost?”

Madam Koh is among 30
Family Life Champions (FLC)
who will be honoured for their
outstanding efforts in promot-
ing family life at the annual FLC
Awards on Saturday.

Singapore has 84 such cham-
pions – grassroots leaders ap-
pointed in 2005 by the People’s
Association (PA).

The programmes initiated by
the FLCs – from baby shows to

football-match screenings –
reached 18,717 individuals this
year, up from 4,012 in 2005.

For the coming year, the
FLCs will focus on programmes
for grandparents and newly-
weds.

Ms Joan Pereira, PA’s direc-
tor for family life and active age-
ing, explained that, with the pop-
ulation here ageing rapidly,
there is a need to ramp up activi-
ties for seniors.

For a start, PA aims to in-
crease the number of activities
for grandparents next year by
50 per cent, up from the 52 such
events organised this year.

Also on this year’s agenda: In-
creasing the number of interest
groups for grandparents from
the current five to 14.

One such group is The Baker’s
Heart, which promotes inter-
generational ties via monthly
baking sessions at the Rivervale
Community Centre kitchen.

Among the 20 members are
Rivervale resident Serisetyo-
waty Abd Ghafar, 37, her eight-
year-old son, and her 62-year-
old mother, who lives in Yishun.

Mixing batter, kneading
dough and sampling pastries to-
gether has helped the family
bond, Madam Serisetyowaty said.

She said: “Previously, my son

never had the chance to cook
with his grandma. After the ses-
sions, we are now closer.”

This year, the FLCs will also
work on integrating newlyweds
into the community.

For example, Mr Wilson
Lim, 44, an FLC from Punggol
East who has solemnised 360
marriages, intends to hold wake-
boarding sessions after some
couples expressed an interest in
sea sports.

Ms Pereira acknowledged
that it would be a challenge to
get the couples involved, as they
have work and family commit-
ments, but remained optimistic.
nggwen@sph.com.sg

SWEET TREAT: (From left) Madam Serisetyowaty Abd Ghafar, mother Saleha Abdul Rahim and
son Syed Umar Yaakub bake together at Rivervale Community Centre. (PHOTO: JAMIE KOH)

Muis sounds alert on DIY radicals

Family Life
Champions
get families
to cook, bake
and bond

PM LEE TO VISIT IDAHO AND
HOUSTON THIS WEEK

PRIME Minister Lee Hsien
Loong is attending the 28th Sun
Valley Conference in Idaho from
today to Saturday.

Mr Lee will deliver the
conference’s keynote address
tomorrow. The Sun Valley
Conference, which started in
1983, is an annual conference
that brings together leading
chairmen and chief executives
of Fortune 500 companies,
prominent political figures and
personalities from the media,
entertainment, philanthropic,
cultural and sporting sectors.

OVER 90% OF TAMPINES
RESIDENTS WANT RENEWAL

THE Tampines Town Council
has announced that 90.1 per
cent of its Tampines N9 residents
voted yes for the neighbourhood-
renewal programme, exceeding
the 75 per cent needed for it to
go ahead.

The upgrading works are
expected to start in the second
quarter of next year.

LIBRARY BOOK SALE TO BE
HELD THIS WEEKEND

MAKE your way down to
the Library Book Sale 2010,
organised by the National
Library Board, at the Singapore
Expo Hall 6A on Saturday and
Sunday from 9.30am to 8pm.

Over 370,000 used library
books and magazines are up
for grabs. Each customer can
purchase up to 60 items (each
pack of 10 or 20 issues of
magazines is considered as
one item).
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