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C HILDCARE teachers will
now have more opportu-
nities for training and ac-

cess to early childhood develop-
ment (ECD) information culled
regionally, under a collabora-
tion between home-grown early
childhood education provider
Seed Institute and a United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (Unicef)
-backed non-profit organisa-
tion.

Under the collaboration,
Seed Institute will be able to tap
on the members of the Asia-Pa-
cific Regional Network for Early
Childhood (Arnec).

Seed Institute will host the
Arnec secretariat here for at
least the next three years. Arnec
is backed by five international
organisations for children’s
rights, which include Unicef.

The guest of honour at the
signing ceremony yesterday,
Minister of State for Communi-
ty Development, Youth and
Sports Yu-Foo Yee Shoon, said
that childcare enrolment is at
an all-time high: The enrolment
rate in childcare centres stood

at 89 per cent in October, partly
due to the doubling of infant
and childcare subsidies last
year.

This increased demand for
qualified ECD educators, who
are trained at Seed Institute
here, will benefit from Arnec’s
collaboration with Seed.

Since it was established in
February last year, Arnec –
which has been based in
Unicef’s East Asia and Pacific re-
gional office in Bangkok until
now – has been organising ECD
forums and seminars for ECD
players and policymakers.

Some of the plans on the sec-
retariat’s agenda here include
increasing Arnec’s membership
by tapping the considerable net-
work of ECD educators who are
Seed alumni.

However, there are no target
numbers at the moment.

Membership is free andmem-
bers have access to the ECD re-
sources Arnec collated from 23
Asia-Pacific countries.

Some of these resources in-
clude information on the impor-
tance of breastfeeding and the
role of play in a child’s develop-
ment.

Ms Kanitha Kongrukgreatiy-
os, communications officer at
the Arnec Secretariat, told my
paper: “Among the current 450
members, about 30 to 40 are
Singaporeans. The Singaporean
members (are) pre-school educa-
tors, caregivers...and staff from
day-care centres.”

In return, Seed hopes to at-
tract Arnec members to pursue
their ECD education and up-
grading at the institute.

Ms Kongrukgreatiyos said
that the reasons Singapore was
chosen over China and Nepal –
which also invited Arnec to oper-
ate there – to host the secretariat
are “strong governmental sup-
port and the strong “credibility
of Seed” as a partner institution
and ECD education provider.
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Aid for childcare teachers

A PILOT programme to train
older people to help custom-
ers, especially their peers, in
banking transactions has been
so successful that its ranks will
be doubled.

Under the POSB Active
Neighbours Programme,
launched in June this year, 60
volunteers attended a
three-day training course and
have started working up to
two days a week at 52 POSB
branches.

Yesterday, the bank said
that it plans to recruit another
60 people next year.

Under the programme by
the bank and the Council for
Third Age, which promotes ac-
tive ageing here, workshops
will be held to educate people
on retirement planning and
everyday financial needs.

The first workshop was
held in October. They hope to
increase the number next year.

IMMIGRATION officers have
ferreted out a stash of obscene
digital video discs (DVDs) hid-
den within the seats of a car at
the Woodlands Checkpoint.

On Sunday, at about
11.30am, a blueMalaysian-reg-
istered sedan was stopped by
officers from the Immigration
& Checkpoints Authority
(ICA) for a routine check.

They felt about the seats
and suspected that items had
been hidden beneath the up-
holstery.

Upon more thorough
checks, they found 1,815 uncen-

sored DVDs in all the seats,
and in a compartment below
the rear seats.

The driver, 37, said that he
had been promised RM400
(S$164) to drive the consign-
ment into Singapore.

He was arrested and the ve-
hicle was impounded.

The case has been referred
to the Singapore Police Force
for further investigation.

Under the Films Act, those
found guilty of importing ob-
scene films can be fined up to
$40,000 and/or jailed for up
to 12 months.

Pilot bank scheme successful

DVDs hidden in car seats
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