
BY JOY FANG

T HE private sector plays a
key role in community ef-
forts to reach out to those

in need, said Deputy PrimeMin-
ister Teo Chee Hean yesterday.

He urged more corporate or-
ganisations to come forward
and undertake meaningful caus-
es, because such companies
“add resources, creativity and
new channels for reaching out
to those in need of assistance”.

As guest of honour, he spoke
at the New Moon Big Walk,
where he also launched the Sen-
iors’ Healthcare Fund.

It is a partnership between lo-
cal brand New Moon and the
North East Community Develop-
ment Council (CDC).

The fund, made up of a
$100,000 donation by New
Moon and matched dol-
lar-for-dollar by the CDC, will
help low-income senior citizens
from the North East district
who cannot afford to foot their
health-care bills.

It will also be used to provide
support to families who have dif-
ficulties paying for day-rehabili-
tation services – such as physio-
therapy for their parents – and
non-standard treatments, such
a s the l a t e s t med i c a l
procedures or drugs.

Themoney will be evenly allo-
cated to the 17 welfare commit-
tees of the constituencies in the
district and is available for sen-
ior Singapore citizens or perma-
nent residents above the age of
50. The average monthly house-
hold income of applicants
should not exceed $500.

Mr Teo said while Singapore
had 217,400 elderly people aged
65 and above in 1997, forming 7
per cent of the population, the
number is expected to rise to
nearly 800,000 by 2030, form-
ing 18.4 per cent of the popula-
tion.

“So, we really do need to put
in place schemes to help our
needy residents, and to make
sure that their health-care
needs, particularly, are taken
care of,” he said.

Besides setting up the fund,
New Moon also donated
400,000 bowls of rice worth
$85,000 to the needy. It had
pledged to give 100 bowls of rice
for every participant registered
for its BigWalk. Over 3,800 peo-
ple signed up for the 5km walk.

Mr Teo Ser Luck, the mayor
of North East CDC, said that
support for the needy needs to
come from all fronts.

“With a greying population,
this is really something we
should think about, as far as the
many helping hands on the
ground are concerned,” he said.

“National policy can cover
(their needs) to a certain extent
but, on the ground, we still have
to cover some of the gaps.”

The mayor hopes that the pri-
vate sector, government agen-
cies like CDCs and senior citi-
zens’ families will come together
to help support senior citizens.

He added that, over time,
more money will be added to
the fund as more people chip in
to raise funds to help the needy
seniors.

He explained that the fund is
ready to match, dollar for dollar,
the contributions of any compa-
ny or organisation.

“If somebody comes forward
with a million, we’ll match it.”
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BIG WALK: Deputy Prime Minister Teo Chee Hean (with white
cap), mayor of North East District Teo Ser Luck (with black cap),
and actresses Jeanette Aw and Fann Wong at the New Moon Big
Walk yesterday. (PHOTO: THE STRAITS TIMES)

Private firms urged to help the needy

A NEW study has found that
more Singaporeans want a
greater say when it comes to po-
litical participation and policy-
making, compared to the situa-
tion 12 years ago.

Yet, when it comes to mak-
ing their views known on pub-
lic-policy issues to the Govern-
ment, only a minority will actu-
ally step up to the plate.

Findings from a survey con-
ducted by the Institute of Poli-
cy Studies last year showed that
there was an increased demand
for political participation and
involvement, compared to that
found by the same study done
in 1998.

SingaporeManagement Uni-
versity law lecturer Eugene Tan
noted that this trend pointed to
a more active citizenry, and
said the findings suggest that
Singaporeans increasingly ex-
pect to be consulted on major
policy matters.

“It means that the “we-
know-more-than-thou” ap-

proach in policymaking is out
of sync with the aspirations of
Singaporeans. Singaporeans
want to be ‘talked with’, not
‘talked to’, by the Government,”
he said.

The survey involved face-
to-face interviews with 2,016
citizens aged between 21 and
64 years, among whom 12 per
cent were new citizens.

The poll, carried out be-
tween February and May last
year, sought to study the emo-
tional bonds of Singaporeans to
their nation. The National Ori-
entations of Singaporeans sur-
vey has been done roughly eve-
ry five years since 1993.

The findings showed that 85
per cent polled agreed that vot-
ing was the most meaningful
way in which citizens get to tell
the Government how to run the
country, higher than the 72 per
cent who felt so in 1998.

Apart from the vote, 95 per
cent of respondents felt there
should be other channels for cit-
izens to express their views on
government policies, signifi-
cantly higher than the 79 per
cent who agreed in 1998.

When it came to whether cit-
izens, regardless of their level
of education and income,
should have equal freedom to
express their views on policies,
97 per cent agreed, up from 87
per cent in 1998.
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BY SARAH CHANG

FIVE years after he signed up
as a volunteer with the Singa-
pore Lifeguard Corps (SLGC),
printing-company owner Daryl
Tan, 34, got his chance to put
his training into practice.

It was in 1998 that Mr Tan
saved a then 13-year-old girl
from drowning in a swimming
pool at the National Service Re-
sort & Country Club in Tanah
Merah.

He was one of 20 volunteers
recognised at the water-safety
organisation’s 60th anniversary
celebration, which was held at
the Yio Chu Kang Grassroots
Club last Saturday.

It was attended by National
Water Safety Council chairman
and guest of honour Teo Ho
Pin, and Mr Inderjit Singh,
who is an adviser to the SLGC
and a Member of Parliament
for Ang Mo Kio GRC.

In his speech, Dr Teo
praised the SLGC for its contin-
ued commitment to preserving
and promoting water safety.

Dr Teo, who is also an MP
for Bukit Panjang GRC, said of
the SLGC’s team of 100 volun-

teer lifeguards: “This is an excel-
lent demonstration of the will-
ingness of people to...develop a
community of volunteers.”

The SLGC is the oldest vol-
untary-lifeguard society here.

Mr Tan, who received the
Outstanding Performance
Award, is also the honorary sec-
retary of the organisation.

He stressed the need to keep
the spirit of volunteerism alive,
adding: “It’s like being involved
in co-curricular activities
(CCA) in school. To me, this is
also like a CCA.”
schang@sph.com.sg

S’poreans
want more
say in govt
policies

Lifeguard Daryl commended
for saving drowning girl
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HERO: Mr Daryl Tan
received the Outstanding
Performance Award from the
Singapore Lifeguard Corps.
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ENGINEER WINS SUBARU
IN SPH SHOP & WIN FINALE

ENGINEER Wilfrid Lan drove
away in a brand-new $79,000
Subaru Forester car last
Saturday, after winning the top
prize in the Singapore Press
Holdings Shop & Win finale.

The 31-year-old was among
800 shortlisted participants who
competed in a sprinting game
held at Suntec City.

The promotion was held in
conjunction with the Great
Singapore Sale, which ran from
May 28 to July 25.

VOLUNTEERS AND STUDENTS
SPRUCE UP PUNGGOL FLATS

ABOUT 400 students and
grassroots volunteers pitched in
to clean up public areas in a
stretch of Housing Board blocks
along Punggol Field last Satur-
day morning.

Their efforts were part of
Clean Up @ Punggol, which
aimed to promote a clean living
environment.

It was organised by Punggol
North Grassroots Organisations
and launched by Miss Penny
Low, Member of Parliament for
Pasir Ris-Punggol GRC.

MARINE PARADE RESIDENTS
CELEBRATE NDP EARLY

MARINE Parade residents were
treated to their own parade
yesterday, in an idea mooted by
Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong
as part of this year’s National
Day celebrations.

His idea came to life at an
open carpark in Marine Ter-
race, complete with an all-girl
guard of honour and fireworks.
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